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Is it Work with People ? 


We have simply not learned, in the contemporary church, 
to magnify the work of the laity in its own terms and for its own 
sake. Nor have we learned how to draw the laity into the coun- 
cils of the church in such fashion that the common Christian 
mind may be enlivened and enriched by insights which are 
quite beyond clerical competence. . . . | How often one’s heart 
sinks to be told, in conversations with students about their 
vocational choice, that what they want above all things is, as 
they put it, “to work with people.” The tone is always pious 
and the intention admirable: but what in fact is meant is that 
they have no intention of any kind of manual craft, and that 
their work with people is to be on the professional level—pro- 
fessional social work, or personnel work, or YWCA work, or 
something of the kind. Now there is nothing mischievous 
about any of these. The mischief is in the assumption that 
they are more elevating than manual work, and that they bring 
you close to people, which they do not. The profoundest re- 
lations of life are not accomplished across a counselor’s table, 
but in the comradeship generated out of doing a common job 
of work. ... To enter a “secular” profession or to work at a 
factory bench is not to be cut off from people; it is in a sense 
to join the human race. —ALEXANDER MILLER of Stanford 
University in “The Renewal of Man,” recently published by 
Doubleday & Co., New York. 











Letters to the Editors 


Like the Inevitable 





Sermon on Baptism 





Regardless of the Text 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


Your recent article in defense of seg- 
regation by my distinguished fellow-Mis- 
sissipian, Dr. Gillespie, reminds me of the 
preacher who, regardless of what his text 
was, always made of it a sermon on bap- 
tism. Some of his friends conspired to 
get him to use a text that would not lend 
itself to the defense of that particular 
doctrine and requested him to preach a 
sermon on Genesis 1:1. 

The next Sunday, the preacher intro- 
duced his sermon as follows: “In the be- 
ginning, God created the heavens and the 
earth. He made the earth one-fourth land 
and three-fourths water, which is conclu- 
sive evidence, to my mind, that immer- 
sion is without doubt the correct mode of 
baptism.” And he was off to a running 
start on his favorite theme. 

H. B. Parrerson, Sr. 
Ferndale, Ark. 


To Know and/or to Do 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


I note an announcement under Minis- 
terial Mention in the March 28 issue of 
THe OvurLook as follows: “William B. 
Abbot, pastor in Berryville, Virginia, has 
announced that he will offer his resigna- 
tion in a March 27 congregational meeting 
because of the failure of his officers to 
support his request that membership be 
opened to Negroes.” 

Since this may leave a partly erroneous 
impression in the minds of many readers 
I think I should say that the Session 
agreed to accept Negroes if they came to 
worship and to accept Negroes for mem- 
bership if they were qualified for mem- 
bership according to the Book of Church 
Order and if this church was the best 
place for them to serve God. Our disa- 
greement arose over church policy. As 
pastor, I felt it was time to encourage 
membership among Negroes as well as 
whites. 

Incidentally, our lack of a real policy 
here indicates a lack that is felt across 
the church. I appreciate the efforts of 
Tur PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK to give us 
guidance, for many who agree in prin- 
ciple with the General Assembly and synod 
on the issue of segregation are frankly 
perplexed over the best methods of pro- 
cedure. Mr. Dabbs has given some much- 
needed guidance as have the articles by 
Miller, Thompson, Marion, ete. But it is 
one thing to know the will of God and 
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quite another to know how to carry it out 
as our situation here at Berryville so 
graphically shows. 

What can we do that will not on the 
one hand be “radical” and “going too far” 
and on the other not be “hypocritical’’? 
For the present it seems that you are 
“damned if you do” and “damned if you 
don’t.” 

WILLIAM B. Appot 
Berryville, Va. 


No Yankee or Revenuers 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


I want to ast you what is the world 
comin to. No sooner have we put Kizer 
Wilhelm in a safe place than some one 
says we ought to jine up with them yankee 
presbyterians. Why them fellers dont 
know nothin about the bible. They are the 
very ones that ruint the country with all 
this rukus about settin the slaves free and 
everybody knows there was slaves in the 
bible. If slaves was good enough for Paul 
an Stlas they are good enough for me, 
Next they .will be tellin us we ought to 
invite a chinaman to church. The bible 
says dont mix religion and politics and 
that means keep republicans and mug- 
wumps out of the southern presbyterian 
church. 

Somebody says the yankee presbyte- 
rians say they believe the same things 
we believe and they got a good plan to 
jine up with us. Well I don’t want no 
plan to jine up with them even if I wrote 
it myself, because they have just got a 
plot to liquidate us and take our churches 
and make us sit in church with for- 
riners, or anyway I dont believe they be- 
lieve what they say they believe an nobody 
ecaint make me believe it, an if they get 
in I will get out. 

Paul says it is a faithful sayin an 
worthy of akseptation that since the sun 
rises in the east an sets in the west, there 
cannot be no light north of Mason Dixon’s 
line. A yankee aint no better than a rev- 
enuer an we dont want neither one of them 
trying to run our business here in Hootin 
Holler. 

Yores rispeckfully, 
ELDER BERRY. 
Hootin Holler, Miss. 


Peale, Graham and Sheen 
To THe OUTLOOK: 


Once I stood on a fishing pier in Atlan- 
tic Beach, Florida, and watched a soldier 
trim off the lower fins of a small catfish. 
He threw the catfish overboard and we 
watched until he came back to the sur- 
face of the water and remained there 
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swimming around in plain view, unable 
to get back to the bottom or even to 
swim downward on account of his missing 
fins. 

It seems to me that something like this 
has happened to Dr. Norman Vincent 
Peale, and also Dr. Billy Graham. I do 
not mean to imply that they are “poor 
fish” except that due to forces beyond 
themselves they were forced to the top 
and must remain there whether they like 
it or not, and whether we like it or not. 

Modern publicity, through radio, tele- 
vision and the press, makes kings over- 
night, and has little regard to whether a 
man deserves or does not deserve to be a 
king. In my opinion, both Dr. Peale and 
Dr. Graham have a message for our age, 
and I am willing to include Bishop Ful- 
ton J. Sheen in this category. In a world 
where millions are dying beyond the 
reach of any of us we should be thankful 
for these men who have captured the eyss 
and the ears and the interest of the mul- 
titudes. We should be thankful for help 
from any source, for verily, “The sea is 
great, our boats are small.” 

FITZHUGH CLARK. 
Rocky Point, N. C. 


Three Rural Pastors 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


Our denomination has been offered 
three scholarships, providing tuition and 
room, for the Interdenominational School 
for Rural Leaders at Garrett Biblical In- 
stitute, Evanston, Illinois on June 20- 
July 22, 1955. This school is directed by 
Dr. Rockwell Smith who was our speaker 
at the Town and Country Pastors’ Insti- 
tute at Union Seminary last January. Dr. 
Smith will also teach one course. 

A small sum is available to supplement 
Dr. Smith’s scholarship which will help 
further toward expenses. Any of our 
pastors who are interested in attending 
should write me. 

JAMES M. Carr, Secretary, 
Town and Country Church Dept., 
341 Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., 
Atlanta 5, Ga. 


Princeton Institute 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


The Princeton Institute of Theology will 
be held this year July 11-21. There will be 
elective courses by Professors Cailliet, 
Fritsch, Macleod, Wilson, and Wycoff of the 
Princeton Seminary faculty as well as The- 
odore Gill of Christian Century and Ed- 
ward Dowey of McCormick Seminary. The 
Convocation period will present James W. 
Clarke, new professor of Homiletics and 
Chaplain David H. C. Read of Edinburgh, 
Chaplain in Scotland to Her Majesty the 
Queen. Professor Beeners will have his 
sermon and speech clinic both weeks and 
there will be evening meetings and morn- 
ing Bible hours’ with internationally 
known ministers, scientists and educators, 
as well as Frank Laubach, world apostle 
of literacy. The opening address will be 
by Dr. Ralph W. Sockman of New York. 
Those who are interested should write for 
program and details. 

J. CHRISTY WILSON. 
Princeton Seminary, Princeton, N. J. 


University of DUBUQUE 
Intellectually Vigorous . . Consciously Christian 
Fully Accredited College of 
Liberal Arts and Theological Seminary. 
In its Second Century of Service. Under 
auspices of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A. | 
WRITE: Admissions Department, University 


of Dubuque, Dubuque, Iowa | 
! 
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Parsons College Gets 
Roberts as President 


The new president of Parsons College, 
Fairfield, Iowa, will be Millard G. Rob- 
erts. 

Dr. Roberts, who is 37 years old, is one 
of four ministers serving the Brick 
church, New York City. His work there 
is administration, men’s council activi- 
ties, public relations and new members. 

He will assume his new duties at Par- 
sons in June when he will address the 
graduating class. 

Dr. Roberts succeeds Tom E. Shearer 
who became president of the College of 
Idaho last fall. Acting president at Par- 
sons has been Ralph M. Sayre, associate 
professor of history, who will take a year’s 
leave of absence on a Danforth Fellow- 
ship to continue his work on his doctorate. 

Dr. Roberts is a graduate of Syracuse 
University, taking graduate degrees at 
Yale (M. A.), the Yale Divinity School 
(B. D.) and the University of Chicago 
(Ph. D.). He was at one time pastor in 
Olean, N. Y., and in Chicago. From 
1943 to 1946 he was a chaplain in the 
Army Air Force. 


Council to Make 
Chaplaincy Survey 


ATLANTA, Ga. (RNS)—A survey of the 
institutional chaplaincy situation in 
southern states was voted by the advisory 
committee of the National Council of 
Churches’ southern office here. 

It was the first official act of the com- 
mittee following its installation at a cere- 
mony presided over by J. Quinter Miller 
of New York, the National Council’s 
assistant secretary general for field oper- 
ations. 

At the meeting E. C. Scott of Atlanta, 
Stated Clerk of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., was installed as chairman of the 
advisory committee and J. Edward Lantz 
as executive director of the southern of- 
fice. Mr. Lantz has been acting director 
of the office since Jan. 1. 

Mr. Lantz told the committee he had 
found “a wonderful spirit of cooperation” 
among church leaders of the area and 
said he is convinced that the field of 
work here is “ripe unto the harvest.” 

He stressed the importance of working 
with university and ministerial students 
and of having chaplains to serve all pub- 
lic institutions. 

The motion to institute a chaplaincy 
survey was made and adopted following 
the presentation of Mr. Lantz’s report. 


U. S. G. A.—Richmond 


Warn Against Disloyalty 


Ministers who fail to lead their con- 
gregations in the support of the Assem- 
bly’s program of benevolences come in for 
special attention in a report to be pre- 
sented at the Richmond Assembly of the 
U. S. church in June. 

The Assembly’s Committee on the 
Minister and His Work raises a flag of 
caution about ministers coming from other 
denominations who “are not acquainted 
with the program or methods of work 
of the (U. S. church) . .. in their new 
fields.” Presbytery commissions are 
warned to be careful about recommend- 
ing such men. 

The work of the church in the past few 
years has been “greatly and increasingly 
hindered by the sheer failure of congre- 
gations to support the approved benevo- 
lent work of the church in the program 
of its boards and agencies,” says the 
committee. 

It points to a 1954 recommendation 
made by the Conference of Stewardship 
Chairmen in the light of $750,000 an- 
nually reported as given to miscellaneous 
benevolences. The chairmen urged pres- 
byteries “to insist that ministers coming 
in... be called upon to pledge them- 
selves to support these causes to the ex- 
clusion of causes not related to the pro- 
gram of the Presbyterian Church, U. S.” 
It was pointed out that this does not 
refer to efforts like the Community Chest 
and others. 

The Assemblv’s committee now points 
to one unnamed church that in nine 
months gave $32,963 out of $36,847 to 
miscellaneous or outside causes, and it 
says this ought not to be. 

But the financial problem is not all, 
says the committee. It is a question of 
loyalty to the church’s total program, for 
“many of the questions with which Com- 
missions on the Minister and His Work 
are confronted in dealing with local 
churches stem from this cause.” 


“Moral Violations” 

The committee also points to problems 
often discussed in private but practically 
never in public, as it voices “a demand 
from various parts of our church that the 
presbyteries deal with ministers guilty 
of moral violations.” 

The ministry almost as a whole, it 
says, is loyal ‘‘to every requirement of the 
moral code. But only a few cases will 


injure the entire ministry unless they are 
dealt with promptly by the presbytery 
of which the minister is a member.” The 
committee says: 

“A minister stands in a unique position 
in our American culture. His private as 
well as his public life is an open book. 
Sometimes more impact is made by his 
character than by his sermons. People 
look to him for guidance. 

“The responsibility of his presbytery is 
two-fold. In the first place, people in the 
public eye are subject to malicious rumors. 
When the presbytery finds such rumors 
are without foundation it is obligated to 
clear the good name of the minister. 

“In the second place, when there is 
proven guilt the minister should be dealt 
with by the presbytery. It should have 
the courage to pass judgment based upon 
the facts. Commissions from time to time 
face difficult problems arising out of the 
failures of presbyteries to deal with such 
cases.” 

Presbyteries, therefore, are urged to 
fulfil their two-fold responsibility. It is 
also urged that “no minister should be 
recommended to the Commission on the 
Minister and His Work in another pres- 
bytery if the presbytery of which he is a 
member knows he is morally unsuited for 
the Christian ministry. On the other 
hand, no minister is to be condemned be- 
cause of rumors.” 


Helps in Filling Pulpits 

The committee reports that its services 
are being more generally used. More 
Data Forms are being filled-in by min- 
isters (more than 1,000 now) and more 
Church Survey forms are being supplied 
by churches. (Data Forms are the 
basis of information for supplied churches 
looking for ministers and the survey 
forms show information needed by com- 
missions and ministers.) 

Since most of the synod’s chairmen 
composing the Assembly’s committee are 
ministers, the 1954 Assembly authorized 
that laymen be co-opted for service on 
this body. Four laymen have been se- 
cured for this service. 


Nashville First Group 
Offered Church for $550,000 


The minority group in the congrega- 
tion of the First church, Nashville, Tenn., 
has been offered the downtown property 
for the sum of $550,000. The majority 
of the congregation has voted to build in 








a suburban area and the presbytery has 
approved the contested decision. 

An offer of $350,000 was made by the 
minority group but the Session has coun- 
tered with a recommendation of the larger 
amount in view of a commercial offer 
which had been made to buy the mid- 
town property for $750,000. 

A time limit of April 25 has been set 
for the $550,000 offer to be accepted. 

The Session has also offered to support 
the minority group if it does not buy the 
present property but establishes a church 
in the same area. Walter R. Courtenay, 
the pastor, said the Session will ask 
Nashville Presbytery to let the group 
become a separate church and will make 
a generous contribution to its building 
fund. 


OVERTURES (U. S.) 


Among the early (48) overtures al- 
ready submitted by presbyteries and sy- 
nods for consideration by the Presbyte- 
rian, U. S., General Assembly are the 
following (names of presbyteries or 
synods sponsoring the overtures are 
shown in parentheses) : 





Amendment making it permissible to 
ordain men who do not have a definite call 
to the ministry—as those who take post- 
graduate work (Roanoke, Dallas). 

Dealing with the administration of the 
Lord’s Supper in situations outside the 
church building. 

Additional elder representation to sy- 
nods by churches with 1000 members or 
more (C. Tex., El Paso, Mid-Texas, W. 
Tex.). 

A judicial inquiry as to whether the 
Synod of Mississippi violated the Book of 
Church Order by electing a Moderator at 
a called meeting (Meridian). 

Re-study of the proposed amendment 
dealing with the work of the Director of 
Christian Education (E. Ala., Red River, 
Miss., Enoree, Charleston, C. Tex.). 

Restore the church year to the former 
Apr. 1-Mar. 31 (Fla.). 

Earlier meeting of the General Assem- 
bly (Memphis, Nashville, Okla.). 

Restore listing of salaries of ministers 
and church executives to the Minutes 
(Fla.). 

Detailed listing of proposed expendi- 
tures by Assembly agencies (Brazos). 

Continue the Committee on Cooperation 
and Union (Brazos, El Paso). 

Explore means of greater cooperation 
with other Presbyterian bodies (New Or- 
leans, El Paso). 

Request to unite the work of missions 
with USA Presbyterians (Dallas, El Paso, 
Mid-Texas). 

Discontinue the Committee on Coopera- 
tion and Union (Fla., Pee Dee, Concord,* 
Holston, Knoxville, W. Hanover, Ashe- 
ville, Charleston, Bethel, Congaree). 

Moratorium on discussions of union 
(Bethel, 10 years; Enoree, 5 years). 

Stop all discussion of union, directing 
boards, committees and agencies to cease 
all negotiations looking toward union; 
direct boards, committees, officers, agen- 
cies and publications to cease to agitate 
the question; forbid any expenditure of 
funds to argue for or against union; 5- 





*The names of 25 men are listed protest- 
ing this action. 


4 


year moratorium (Enoree). 

Change the Assembly’s committee to 
one on cooperation only (Augusta-Macon) ; 
cooperation and comity only, with a recon- 
stituted committee (Atlanta). 

Receiving ministers into a presbytery 
without a call to a church—as retired 
men—with reference first to the Commis- 
sion on the Minister and His Work (Win- 
chester). P 

Segregation—instruct all agencies to re- 
frain from publishing articles pro or con 
(Meridian); rescind the action of the 
1954 Assembly and re-define the work of 
the Council on Christian Relations (Synod 
of Miss.). 

Abolish the Council on Christian Rela- 
tions (Meridian). 

To reiterate to the directors of the 
Mountain Retreat Association (Montreat) 
the principles and recommendations con- 
demning segregation and point out that 
they should be applied “without discrim- 
ination in the entertainment at Montreat 
(a) of Commissioners to the General As- 
sembly, and (b) of all official delegates 
to church gatherings and conferences” 
(Lexington). 

Oppose (1) beer and liquor advertising 
on radio and TV and in newspapers and 
magazines; radio and TV stories exalting 
criminals as heroes; (3) publication and 
distribution of horror-sex-crime stories 
and pictures in so-called comic books 
(Lexington). 


Church Gives Advice 
On Drawing Wills 


WASHINGTON, D.C. (RNS)—A Wash- 
ington church is providing free legal serv- 
ice to help people making out their wills. 

The Congress Heights Baptist church 
puts no strings on its service, which offers 
counsel one night each month to anyone 
who wishes to consult a man-and-wife 
legal team. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Lambert, former 
members of the church, have counseled 
scores of persons on how to dispose of 
their worldly goods. 

About half the persons who draw up 
their wills decide to leave some bequest 
to a religious or charitable organization. 
Many leave a small gift to the church 
by way of expressing appreciation for the 
help. 

The pastor, A. Lincoln Smith, con- 
ceived the idea of “Will Night” several 
years ago after observing how many el- 
derly persons died without leaving wills. 


U. S. Agencies Report 
Quarter’s Benevolences 


Benevolences received by Presbyterian, 
U. S., boards and agencies for the first 
quarter of the year are reported as fol- 
lows: 


Annuities and Relief (Atlanta), $55,- 
868; 13% of the year’s budget. 

Christian Education (Richmond), $32,- 
683; 6%. 

Church Extension 
6.24%. 

General Fund (Atlanta), $57,166; 7.35%; 
Interchurch Agencies. $1,838; 9.33%. 

World Missions (Nashville), $396,904; 
12.12%. 


(Atlanta), $87,320; 


Does your Bible show that 


“Conversation” Is 
Behavior? 
By LUTHER A. WEIGLE 


The word “conversation” in the King 
James Version of the Bible always refers 
to conduct, behavior, or manner of life, 
and is never used in the sense that it has 
today as a term for the give-and-take of 
talk. “The end of their conversation” 
(Hebrews 13:7 KJ) is now translated, 
“the outcome of their life” (Revised 
Standard Version). The ‘‘vain conver- 
sation received by tradition from your 
fathers” (1 Peter 1:18 KJ) is “the futile 
ways inherited from your fathers” (Rsv). 
Lot is said by the King James Version 
(2 Peter 2:7) to have been “vexed with 
the filthy conversation” of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, but it means that he was 
“greatly distressed by the licentiousness” 
of these cities. 

The injunction to the Christian wives 
of unbelieving husbands expressed in the 
King James version of 1 Peter 3:1-2 is 
confusing to the reader of today: 

“Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to 
your own husbands; that, if any obey not 
the word, they also may without the word 
be won by the conversation of the wives; 
while they behold your chaste conversa- 
tion coupled with fear.” 

That conveys the impression that these 
wives are to talk their husbands into be- 
coming Christians, though it seems 
strange that husbands are to behold the 
conversation rather than listen to it, and 
one can only wonder what being coupled 
with fear has to do with it. But there is 
no word in the Greek for “coupled,” 
and no justification for dragging it in; 
the word “fear” stands for the reverent 
fear of God which is the mark of a good 
Christian; and the “conversation” of these 
wives is their behavior. The Revised 
Standard Version translates the passage: 


“Likewise you wives, be submissive to 
your husbands, so that some, though they 
do not obey the word, may be won without 
a word by the behavior of their wives, 
when they see your reverent and chaste 
behavior.” 


Writing to the Corinthians Paul, re- 
ferring to himself as “‘we,”’ expresses re- 
joicing in 

“the testimony of our conscience, that in 
simplicity and godly sincerity, not with 
fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, 
we have had our conversation in the world, 
and more abundantly to you-ward.” (2 
Corinthians 1:12 in the King James Ver- 
sion). 


Note how much more clearly this rea- 
son for rejoicing is expressed in the trans- 
lation of the Revised Standard Version: 


“the testimony of our conscience that 
we have behaved in the world, and still 
more toward you, with holiness and godly 
sincerity, not by earthly wisdom but by 
the grace of God.” 
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INNER-DIRECTED LIVES 


By WALTER D. CAVERT 


In his book The Lonely Crowd, David 
Riesman divides people into three 
classes: the tradition-directed, other-di- 
rected, and inner-directed. He writes as 
a social psychologist but his analysis has 
profound implications for those who are 
concerned about Christian education. 

The tradition-directed person is con- 
trolled by the past. Ideas and customs 
are handed down from generation to gen- 
eration and the fathers’ way of life is 
accepted without change by the sons. 
Such a pattern has almost disappeared 
in modern America. 

The second group is composed of those 
who are so sensitive to current opinions 
that they become other-directed. Reluc- 
tant to be different and determined to be 
socially adjusted, they seem equipped 
with a psychological radar apparatus 
which is continually receiving signals 
from other people, particularly those who 
belong to their “peer group.” 


Built-in Gyroscope 

The inner-directed persons form a 
striking contrast. They do their own 
thinking, form their own convictions, and 
control their actions by their own stand- 
ards. They have what Riesman calls a 
built-in gyroscope which enables them to 
keep steadily on the beam after they have 
charted their course. Such people, like 
Thoreau, may refuse to march with the 
crowd because they keep step to a differ- 
ent drummer. 

Inner-directed people, of course, can 
make a mistake and head in the wrong 
direction, but a society of independent 
minds always has greater promise of 
achievement than one composed of con- 
formists. The great creators of art, cul- 
ture, and character, have always been 
inner-directed. This group, formerly the 
glory of Amercia, is now rapidly decreas- 
ing. 

All the media of mass communication: 
radio, television, moving pictures, comics, 
and daily papers which carry the same 
syndicated articles, tend to fetter the 
minds of people, blind their vision and 
mould them after the same pattern. We 
now have a crowd-mindedness which is 
mentally unhealthy for society and which 
is the enemy of real Christianity. 

In a magazine article, Will Herberg has 
raised the question whether the new pop- 
ularity of religion and the increasing 
church attendance may be a reflection of 
the growing numbers of those who are 
other-directed Going to church, which 
ought to make one inner-directed, may 
now be one of the ways of belonging to 
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the right crowd. Christianity, instead of 
being a creed for heroes, can become a 
gospel of social adjustment. There is a 
danger that the church may become nu- 
mercially and financially stronger but 
lose its capacity as a creative and redemp- 
tive society. 


Two Emphases 

What then must the church do? It 
needs to emphasize the two aspects of 
its program which will set people free 
from the domination of the crowd and 
help them to think more deeply, see more 


clearly, and act more decisively. One 
is the kind of worship, both corporate and 
personal, which strips the soul of its pre- 
tensions and brings it before the search- 
ing gaze of God. The other is the type 
of Bible study which brings the indi- 
vidual face to face with Christ in such 
a way that Christ begins to live in him 
and becomes the motivating power of his 
life. 

When a life is Christ-centered, it is 
inner-directed. Our job as preachers 
and teachers and parents is to enthrone 
Christ in our own hearts and learn how 
to share our experience with others so that 
they too develop a spiritual gyroscope 
which guides them along the Christian 
wavy. 


FROM THE N. C. P. M. PRESIDENT: MERLE G. JONES 


What Would You Do? 


RESBYTERIAN Men, I am not un- 
mindful of the great honor, as well 
as the great responsibility, that you have 
conferred upon me. I must say “Thanks” 
for both. Perhaps all of this has knocked 
me a little cock-eyed, however, for my 
mind has recalled a little game that we 
used to play in grade school—called, 
‘“‘Suppose”—suppose you were an Indian, 
what kind of clothes would you wear? 
Suppose you were the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, and you saw local congre- 
gations with names on the membership, 
who were not in the fellowship, and men 
standing around the edges with no work 
to do, through which they could express 
their faith, and less than half of them in 
regular worship—WuHAT WovuLp You 
Do? 


Some Hungry and Sick 

Suppose you were the Presbyterian 
Church and you saw that there were those 
who were hungry and sick and neglected 





JONES: Suppose you were an Indian. 


in a world of plenty, and those who did 
not know of Jesus Christ amidst the great- 
est array of communications media of all 
time—W HAT WouLp You Do? 

Suppose you were the Presbyterian 
Church and you saw that for every two 
neighbors in the U.S., one was a profess- 
ing Christian and the other was not— 
Wuat WouLp You Do? 

Suppose you were the Presbyterian 
Church and you saw that where men were 
familiar with its program, and needs, and 
limitations as well as its achievements, 
and were active in its leadership, that 
they were better stewards of their time 
and money—Wuat WovuLp You Do? 

Suppose you were the Presbyterian 
Church and you saw that as a regular 
pattern for an indefinite length of time 
that all of its young men in the U.S. were 
going to spend at least two years in active 
military training and duty, involving 
new experiences, temptations, and ten- 
sions—WuaT Wovtp You Do? 

I think you know what I mean. This 
is real. There is no suppose about it. 
We cannot avoid these questions and 
many others like them, for we are the 
church, and we don’t know all the an- 
swers. 

All this makes me feel like the little 
boy in the story. It was Sunday and 
his turn to tend the sheep, while the rest 
of the family and the neighbors went to 
church. He could see them all go down 
the road. The worship hour grew near. 
Finally, the bell rang. He longed to be 
with his family and friends. So he knelt 
by the hedgerow. A latecomer along the 
road chanced to hear someone saying his 
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ABCs over and over again. Out of cu- 
riosity he sought out the lad and asked 
him why he was saying the alphabet over 
so many times. This was his reply. “I 
don’t know how to pray, but I thought 
that if I said the letters that God would 
put them together to make the right words 


SCOTLAND LETTER 


that I should use.” 

With something of that same simplicity 
and that same humility and that same 
expectation, let us pray that God will make 
our paths plain this coming year, as we 
seek sincerely to do his will for the Na- 
tional Council of Presbyterian Men. 


God and Santa Claus 


By GEORGE C. CAMERON 


1‘ THE Scottish universities the pro- 
fessor of Latin is still called the pro- 
fessor of “Humanity”—a reminder of 
Renaissance terminology, wherein “the 
Humanities” were the ancient classics 
and “Humanism” was that revolt against 
scholasticism, which was typified by men 
like Erasmus and Melancthon, and which 
gave the Bible to the people in their own 
tongue. 

“Humanism” has been in the headlines 
here recently, but in the twentieth-cen- 
tury use of the word, which is romantic 
rather than realistic about the classics, 
and scientific rather than substantive in 
its view of human nature. 

Since the late thirties, when current 
events began to give to the airy notion 
that man can lift himself up by his own 
bootstraps a somewhat sickly appearance, 
scientific humanism has lost something of 
the aura of intellectual respectability im- 
parted to it by men like Bertrand Russell 
and Julian Huxley and C. E. M. Joad. 
Joad himself courageously abjured his 
humanism shortly before his death two or 
three years ago. Even Bertrand Russell 
has apologetically confessed the need for 
“Christian love” in human relationships, 
though without explicitly admitting the 
consequent necessity for Christian com- 
mitment. 

But the affirmations of scientific hu- 
manism are sufficiently widely held to 
justify inclusion by the BBC in the cate- 
gory of “affirmations of widely differing 
beliefs and of unbelief, made construc- 
tively, and not so as to transgress the 
bounds of courtesy and good taste.” 

In January, Margaret Knight, wife 
of the professor of psychology in Aber- 
deen, and herself a lecturer in that sub- 
ject, gave two broadcast talks on ‘Morals 
without Religion,” followed, as the BBC 
practice is, by a discussion in which she 
debated the points she had made with an 
exponent of the contrary position. The 
program originated in, and was at first 
confined to, the London region of the BBC. 
But since both speakers came from Scot- 
land, and the whole affair roused more 
interest over the whole country than any 
other broadcast this year, it deserves 
mention here. 

It was Mrs. Knight’s second talk 


which raised the questions of what, if 
anything, humanist parents should teach 
their children about God, and what sort 
of moral training they should give them, 
which made the headlines. “We can’t just 
by-pass the problem by not mentioning 
it,” she said. Young people could be 
told that everyone believed at one time 
that there were two great powers in the 
world, a good power called God and a 
bad power called the Devil. They could 
be told that most people now thought that 
there was not really a Devil—the Devil 
was something like the ogres and witches 
in fairy tales. 

“And we can tell them that some people 
now don’t think there’s really a God, any 
more than there's really a Santa Claus, 
though we often like to talk as though 
there was. ... There was a real Jesus 
Christ who preached to the Jews and was 
crucified, but we don’t now believe that 
he was the son of God and a virgin. or that 
he rose from the dead. Later the child can 


hear more about Christ as one of the 
world’s great moral teachers.” 


As for mora] training, there was one 
moral axiom accepted by everyone from 
a headhunter in Borneo to a Jesuit priest: 


“We must not be completely selfish; we 
must be prepared, at times and within 
limits, to put our own interests second to 
those of our family, our friends, or the 
group or community to which we belong. 
... The gist of the answer can be conveyed 
in one word—‘love.’ Warm-hearted and 
generous natures are developed not pri- 
marily by training and discipline, impor- 
tant though these are in other ways, but 
by love.” 

Jenny Morton of Glasgow, missionary 
in China during Japanese occupation, 
and wife of Ralph Morton of the Iona 
Community, demonstrated in the subse- 
quent discussion with Mrs. Knight, both 
the substance and the spirit of the Chris- 
tian answer. The closing passage of the 
discussion was particularly pointed, when 
to Mrs. Knight’s objection to the “Chris- 
tian” view that ‘one cannot love one’s 
fellow-man unless one first loves God,” 
Mrs. Morton assserted the Christian 
teaching that we love our fellow-man, and 
can do so even though he may not belong 
to our own “group,” because God first 
loved us, and that the source of our social 
instincts is God’s love. 


It Did Good 

The whole thing has done nothing but 
good. Even the few who hastened to 
“defend” Christianity against paganism, 
by protesting to the BBC for broadcasting 
Mrs. Knight’s talks, contributed to the 
outcome by insuring an unexpected pub- 
licity for the final discussion. Those who 
cherish freedom of speech as a Christian 
heritage, and therefore approve the BBC’s 
policy, found themselves justified in the 
conviction that the faith has nothing to 
fear from honest discussion. 

Many in the last few weeks, realizing 
more acutely the bleakness of a non- 
Christian interpretation of life, and made 
aware of their own insufficient grasp of 
Christian truth, are asking for more ma- 
ture instruction as to what Christians be- 
lieve, which may well be a first step 
towards something more important still. 

For this we may thank the BBC, Mrs. 
Knight, Mrs. Morton—and God. 


St. John’s Manse, Dundee. 


A Measure of Faith 


According as God hath dealt to each 
man a measure of faith—Romans 12:3. 
(ASV) Read Romans 12:1-8. 

In a time like this, when it is not easy 
to enthrone faith in supreme confessions, 
begin it with confidence in the simple and 
tested. Horace Bushnell fell deeply into 
doubt and thereby discovered the secret 
of the ascent of faith. He began with 
what he could not doubt—that it is better 
to do right than wrong—and therefrom 
climbed step by step till his faith was 
sovereign over his life and touched the 
steps of the throne of God. 

If the God of the universe seems too 
vast an idea to grasp, begin with good- 
ness. It has the secret of ascent, if we 
follow it, till it reaches the divine. If 
love in its full sovereignty seems a vision 
beyond attainment, begin with love at 
your own hearthstone and follow its wind- 
ing and ascending ways, and so with 
truth and beauty: let them lead you from 
level to level. They will write for you a 
creed as you climb and in the end may 
confirm the testimony of long genera- 
tions. “I believe in God the Father ever- 
lasting.” 

O Lord, toward whom we reach, too 
often failing to find thee, help us to begin 
with confidence in love and truth and 
goodness and, building with them stairs 
of ascent, lighted and guided by visions 
of thy glory and the sense of thy nearness, 
reach a complete and sustaining faith; 
in his name who came to teach us faith. 
AMEN. 

—GAIUS GLENN ATKINS in The Fellow- 
ship of Prayer, distributed by the National 
Council of Churches. Used by permission. 
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WORLD PRESBYTERIANISM 


Religious Freedom Today 
By MARCEL PRADERVAND 


HE 17th General Council of the Al- 

liance of Reformed Churches holding 
the Presbyterian Order (Princeton, 1954) 
devoted much attention to the question of 
religious freedom, with special reference 
to the persecution which certain Protes- 
tant Churches are facing today. The 
Council enunciated clearly and forth- 
rightly the principles by which it stood, 
in the following terms: 


We are compelled by our loyalty to the 
truth in Jesus Christ ... to state our con- 
viction that it is God’s will that every 
church of Christ should be allowed free- 
dom by state and church: 

Freely and publicly to worship God ac- 
cording to the Scriptures after their own 
practices; and 

By word and act freely to proclaim the 
gospel of Jesus Christ to all men every- 
where, so long as that proclamation is a 
true and responsible witness about other 
communions, and that truth is ever spoken 
in love. 


To Americans, “’Normal” 


To American Presbyterians, such a 
declaration may seem normal and na- 
tural; but it would not be accepted by the 
Roman Catholic Church. In April, 1948, 
Civilta Cattolica (Rome), the official 
Jesuit organ, published the following, 
from the pen of Fr. Cavilli (Cahier 2347, 
pp. 29-47, on The Situation of Protes- 
tants in Spain): 

The Catholic Church, being convinced, 
by reason of her divine prerogatives, that 
she is the one true Church, claims for her- 
self alone the right to freedom, for this 
right may only be possessed by truth, and 
never by error. ... Consequently, in a state 
where the majority of the people are 
Catholic, the Church asks that error shall 
not be accorded a legal existence, and that 
if religious minorities exist they shall 
have a de facto existence only, not the 
opportunity of spreading their beliefs... . 

The Catholic Church would be betraying 
her mission if she were to proclaim, either 
in theory or practice, that error can have 
the same rights as truth, especially when 
the highest duties and interests of man 
are at stake. The church can feel no shame 
at her intransigeance as she asserts it in 
principle and carries it out in practice, 
though the areopagus of the nations of 
today may smile pityingly or rage against 
it as tyrannical. 

Taking its stand on this principle, the 
Roman Catholic Church seeks incessantly 
to restrict the religious freedom of Prot- 
estant minorities, wherever it has the 
power. If the situation of such minori- 
ties is not completely intolerable, it is 
only because some nominally Catholic 
countries do not allow the Roman Church 
to dictate their policy; indeed, a few of 
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them have even enacted measures to pre- 
vent the Roman Church from over-in- 
fluencing national life. 

In Europe, Reformed minorities are in 
a difficult position in Italy, Portugal, 
and especially in Spain. Other Protes- 
tant minority bodies—Methodist, Baptist, 
etc.—also exist under duress, and the 
Alliance is fighting their battle as well 
as its own, 


Situation in Italy 

In Italy, fascist laws governing the re- 
lations between the state and religious 
minorities are still operative, despite the 
guarantee of religious liberty in the 1945 
Constitution. The result is seen in fre- 
quent bullying of Italian Protestants, and 
the constant placing of difficulties in their 
way—all with the aim of preventing the 
preaching of the gospel, which meets with 
a great response among thousands of 
Italian folk. 

In Portugal, Protestants no longer enjoy 
real religious freedom. Several Ameri- 
can missionaries, working with the Pres- 
byterian Church of Portugal, have had 
renewal of their residence permits re- 
fused; others have been unable to return 
to Portugal from outside. Furthermore, 
it is now difficult to obtain official per- 
mission to hold services in new areas, or 
to erect church buildings. 


Most of All, Spain 


But it is in Spain that our brethren in 
the faith are most hardly-pressed of all. 
They are denied all legal protection. The 
Spanish Constitution permits only “pri- 
vate worship” for those who are not 
Roman Catholics. In actual fact, Prot- 
estant places of worship are open in a 
few districts; but others were closed by 
the Franco government after the Civil 
War, and have never been allowed to 
re-open. AJ] Protestant schools have been 


closed down, and Protestant children must 
receive Roman Catholic religious instruc- 
tion in the state schools. The marriage 
of Protestant converts from Catholicism 
is hedged with difficulties—the law con- 
siders everyone still a Catholic who was 
baptized as such, and he or she must be 
married in the R.C. Church. (But N.B. 
—According to the New York Times of 
Feb. 7, 1955, the Spanish Minister of 
Justice issued a more liberal interpreta- 
tion of this Article, in permitting civil 
marriage to two Protestant converts, one 
of them a pastor.) 

It is useless to console ourselves with 
the thought that Protestantism, despite all 
these restrictions, is making headway in 
all these countries (so great is the thirst 
for the gospel, among folk who have 
known Christianity only by Romanist 
ritual and superstition). We cannot pos- 
sibly accept the Romanist principle that 
we have no right to religious freedom. 
Our fight to secure this freedom univer- 
sally is most vital and urgent, and we 
must not be afraid of committing our- 
selves wholeheartedly to it. 

It is fairly widely known, that some 
Latin-American countries have also 
placed restrictions upon Protestants. In 
Colombia particularly, the Conservative 
Government since 1948 has made the life 
of the Protestant minority extremely dif- 
ficult. It does seem however that the 
campaign conducted in their behalf by 
American and European Protestants has 
not failed of effect; the victory has not by 
any means been won, but some slight 
amelioration appears to be taking place. 

It will be understood from all this, why 
the Protestant General Council felt bound 
to enunciate afresh the Reformed prin- 
ciple of religious freedom. In the end, 
the acceptance of such a_ principle 
throughout the world will be secured only 
by the triumph of the Reformation itself. 

The finest declarations amount to little, 
if we are not missionaries; it is not 
enough to feel scandalized by such state- 
ments as that of Civilta Cattolica; we are 
committed, each one of us, to work for 
the triumph of the gospel throughout the 
world. 
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EDITORIAL 


Limited Terms for 
Elders and Deacons 





What is the procedure when a congre- 
gation wishes to limit the term of service 
of its elders and deacons? 

This question is being raised in some 
churches where no one has yet taken the 
initiative in the matter. It is often if 
not usually a delicate matter because some 
men, even deeply consecrated individuals, 
may feel hurt at the suggestion and may 
resist it with all force. Still the trend to 
limit the terms of service and to provide 
a year or so of ineligibility for re-election 
is growing in both the U. S. and USA 
churches. 

The ideal situation is for the Session 
to take the initiative in the matter because 
of its responsibility in forming the poli- 
cies and directing the program of the 
congregation. This is often done by elders 
who may realize that a Session needs 
periodic renewal or that some men have 
gone stale or have become incapacitated. 
Or, it may be realized that elders are serv- 
ing a congregation that actually did not 
elect them. The people who elected them 
may nearly all be dead, and the present 
congregation may have named none of the 
present elders. 

If some of these situations are noted, 
one or more elders may take the lead and 
call for a study of the limited term plan 
and the possibilities of recommending it 
to the congregation. Sometimes the pas- 
tor makes the request, or, more indirectly, 
counsels with an elder who may advance 
the idea. 

But if there is a real need for change 
and the Session does not see it or will 
not take the initiative, more serious prob- 
lems are revealed. A congregation that 
takes the initiative in such a case is less 


likely to have everything work out 
smoothly. A congregation (in the U.S. 
8 


church), with a petition of one-fourth of 
its members, can require that a meeting 
be called. In the USA church, where a 
congregation cannot compel such a step, 
any item of business can be brought before 
the annual congregational meeting. These 
procedures, obviously, are not the more 
desirable ones. However, upon even an 
informal request, any Session should 
gladly call a meeting to consider the ques- 
tion. 

Some congregations are finding it easier 
to limit the terms of their officers, when 
there is a possibility of hurt feelings, 
by allowing men who have served 30 to 
40 vears, or some long period, to be 
omitted from the restrictions of a limited 
term and so to continue as members of 
the Session for the rest of their lives. This 
makes it possible for all but one or two 
to come under the plan. This has been 
found to be a means of inaugurating the 
system when it might not have been pos- 
sible otherwise. 


Presbyterians’ 250th 


A year from now American Presbyte- 
rians will be celebrating the 250th anni- 
versary of the organization of the first 
presbytery in this country. 

The USA Assembly has had a com- 
mittee at work on the planning of this 
observance for a good while and the Los 
Angeles Assembly will be informed of 
some of the details of the celebration: 

(1) A prize of $250 is being offered 
for an anthem which expresses the prog- 
ress, growth and achievements of Amer- 
ican Protestantism of the Reformed tra- 
dition. 

(2) The Philadelphia Symphony, with 
the Westminster Choir, will have an eve- 
ning at the 1956 Assembly. 

(3) Historic spots in Philadelphia will 
be visited by the Assembly. 

(4) Many television and radio pro- 
grams will be produced prior to the As- 
sembly. 

(5) A color sound filmstrip will remind 
us of personalities and scenes from our 
historv. 

(6) A popular History of the Presby- 
terian Church in America will be pub- 
lished, and later, a one-volume History of 
the Presbyterian Church. 

(7) Presbyteries and congregations will 
be encouraged and aided to join in the 
celebration with their own programs. 

The U. S. Assembly accepted the in- 
vitation to cooperate in the 1956 celebra- 
tion and named a committee to plan for 
this cooperation. The committee now 
recommends that the following be the 
limits of its cooperation: 

(1) A designated minister or layman 
to attend the Philadelphia Assembly rep- 
resenting the U. S. Church; and 

(2) If the U. S. Assemblv wishes to 
celebrate the anniversary within its own 
bounds, then, it is suggested, these items 
“might well be considered”: ‘‘A histori- 


cal address at the 1956 General Assem- 
bly, relevant radio and television pro- 
grams, the use of an appropriate film- 
strip, the preparation of a special bulle- 
tin for the use of congregations, and pro- 
posals looking toward an anniversary 
service in each presbytery.” 

A good many people will feel that the 
U. S. church ought to take a more vital 
and vigorous part in celebrating the event 
that launched our church on its way in 
this new land, for, after all, it is the 
founding of the one Presbyterian Church, 
neither U. S. nor USA, that we come to 
celebrate and there ought to be no divi- 
sion of sentiment as we mark this sig- 
nificant anniversary. 

It is interesting to note that only 27 
years after the division, the U. S. Assem- 
bly as a whole joined in celebrating the 
100th anniversary of the organization of 
the American Assembly, journeying as 
a body from Baltimore to Philadelphia 
for this purpose. 

It is to be hoped that the approaching 
U. S. Assembly will plan for a much 
greater participation in the celebration 
than is now suggested. 





Wilbur LaRoe Says: 


Weakness in High Office. That 
even a great statesman can have his 
periods of weakness is demonstrated by 
the lack of moral backbone displayed by 
Secretary Dulles in ousting Edward J. 
Corsi from an important office in the 
State Department. Corsi is an able and 
faithful public servant whom the Secre- 
tary of State should have supported. 
Falsely accused of aiding communism 
because he favors a more liberal immigra- 
tion policy, Corsi was removed from of- 
fice to appease a group on Capitol Hill 
who oppose such liberalization. It was 
a time calling for courage, and Dulles 
weakened. 











Hierarchy? When the Presbyterian 
writer of this column suggested in an 
article in The Christian Century that the 
atmosphere at Evanston was too clerical, 
and that laymen are not carrying their 
fair share of the church load, he received 
a reply from an able Washington lawyer, 
August Gutheim, suggesting that there 
would be no such problem in Protestan- 
tism if all Protestants would become 
Congregationalists, and a similar letter 
from Clarence Pickett, devoted and be- 
loved Quaker leader, suggesting that 
there would be no danger of a Protestant 
hierarchy if all Protestants were Quakers. 
All of which raises the question whether 
some of us laymen are too complacent, too 
indifferent and too willing to let the 
clergy carry responsibilities which God 
wants us to carry. 


Washington, D.C. 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





T 
wll 
P. 
—M 


A 


gran 
had 
som 
fron 
fam 
man 
son, 
whi 
him 
hely 
the | 
who 
whe 
refe 

T 
ord 
him 
did 
him 
hav 
the 
whi 
witl 
is I 
rem 
alot 
pra 
pra 
tak 


That 
his 
1 by 
1 by 
i} 
the 
and 
>cre- 
rted. 
1ism 
gra- 
1 of- 
Hill 
was 
ulles 


rian 
) an 
t the 
‘ical, 
their 
ived 
vyer, 
there 
stan- 
come 
letter 
| be- 
that 
stant 
kers. 
ether 
t, too 

the 
God 


OOK 





“YOU NEED SOMEBODY 
TO HELP YOU PRAY” 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


The Pharisee prayed .. 
—Luke 18:11. 

Pray like this: 
—Matt. 6:9. 


. with himself. 


Our Father . 


GENTLEMAN who is also a min- 
A ister, a scholar, an executive and a 
grandfather (no easy combination) has 
had an experience which taught him 
something about prayer. During a visit 
from his grandchildren they were having 
family prayers, and this learned gentle- 
man was leading the prayer. His grand- 
son, aged four or so, came over to him 
while he was still speaking, nestled beside 
him and said, ““You need somebody to 
help you pray.” So every day after that 
the little boy knelt by his grandfather... 
who reports that he had to “change his 
whole stvle of praying’”—and he did not 
refer only to the words he used. 

The most unsuccessful prayer on rec- 
ord is that of a man who “prayed with 
himself.” The Pharisee in Jesus’ story 
did not feel the need of anyone to help 
him pray. Anyone’s offer of help would 
have seemed to him like an insult. On 
the other hand, the one explicit prayer 
which Jesus taught his disciples begins 
with the word “Our...” The first word 
is not to be out of our mouth before we 
remember that we are not coming to God 
alone; he has other children. Christian 
prayer is not a matter of one lone saint 
praying for other people; though it may 
take this form. 


What Jesus had in mind is saints 
praying together, each one’s prayer bet- 
ter because others are helping. 


This is for all of us. Prayer cannot 
be left to the preacher or to a few choice 
old people as praying experts. No doubt 
the preacher can express it better than we 
can; he has a bigger vocabulary. No 
doubt the old people, if they are genuine 
saints, can pray with the ease of long 
habit, putting our hesitating flounderings 
to shame. But all of us who are called 
Christians are expected to pray; and all 
of us need help. 

You need the help of the child. If 
you have a child in the house you will 
have to remember that prayer can be 
very simple and direct. The child will 
help you make your prayers very plain. 
He will help you take off the gingerbread 
decorations from your prayers; he will 
encourage you to talk to God in the gram- 
mar of the 20th century and not the 17th. 
He will help you also to think of God in 
a very real and simple fashion. The 
child does not know anything about the 
Great First Cause or the Transcendent 
and Most Real Being. 


APRIL 25, 1955 


He does know something about the 
Heavenly Friend barely out of sight; 
and so he will help you to pray to him. 


Le need other people to help you 
pray. They may not be in the same 
room with you, but if you carry them in 
your mind, they will improve your pray- 
er. They will keep your requests from 
being so absurdly selfish; they may even 
suggest to you that some of your prayers 
for your personal success are actually also 
petitions for the failure of cthers who are 
competing with you in some way. The 
wider your circle of other people is, the 
wider your prayers will be. Koreans and 
Africans and Chinese, Russians and 
Italians, rationalists and Romanists, the 
university crowd and the people from the 
mill village or the housing project, con- 
gressmen and cattlemen, it takes all sorts 
of people to make a world, and it takes 
all sorts of people to help your prayers 
to be big enough. 

You need the Holy Spirit to help you 
pray. It is appalling to think what many 
of our prayers must look like in the raw 
form they had when they left our minds. 
What I have called elsewhere the “‘over- 
tones of the Spirit” are deeply needed, to 
give harmony and beauty to the dishar- 
monious murmurings of our personal 
prayers. This is not to say that we dare 
offer to God a careless or costless sacri- 
fice of prayer, confident that the Spirit 
will make all right. No, the Spirit does 
not translate just any gibberish into the 
language of heaven. 


The careless and the self-confident 
end like the Pharisee, praying only with 
themselves. 


It is those who hunger and thirst for 
what the Spirit has to teach, who find that 
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they have been helped to pray. 

F ALL this is true of each of us, how 

much more of the minister! He says, 
“Let us pray.” But if that is only a stock 
phrase, if he then proceeds to pray with 
little or no reference to the actualities of 
the lives and problems of the people pres- 
ent, then it would have been more exact 
if he had said, “Let me pray.” 

If he means what he says, the people 
there before him will not only be before 
lim, they will be in him, in his heart. 
He will not offer only such prayers as 
might be read off in any congregation 
anywhere; he will offer such a prayer as 
would fit this particular congregation this 
particular morning. When he says Let 
us pray, he means—or ought to mean— 
Mrs. Jones, Miss Smith, Mr. Brown, you 
high schools boys there—each one of you 
by name, let us pray. 

The other side of this is what we in the 
congregation can do to help the minister 
vray. He needs us... but what if he 
never sees us except at a distance on an 
occasional Sunday? What if we never 
give him a chance to see us during the 
week? What if we never open up our 
minds and hearts to him? What if we 
are only faces, names, not persons ? 

He can see I need a shoeshine; but 
does he know, did I ever give him a 
chance to know, what I need more than 
shoe-polish? The minister needs some- 
one to help him pray. 

“Ts that somebody you?” 
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General Assembly 
Commissioners (U.S.) 


Lists of Presbyterian, USA, Commis- 
sioners to the Los Angeles General As- 
sembly, May 17-25, are as follows, as 
available: 

(Continued from last week) 


SYNOD OF TEXAS 

Brazos—(M)* Lawrence M. Malloy, Free- 
port; James I. McCord, Austin; John E. 
Parse, Pasadena; David M. Currie, Texas 
City; J. S. Cantu, Newgulf; J. Kelly Neel, 
Charles L. King, (FE); Harry D. Payne, 
Frank S. Haines, Roy R. Velasco, Houston; 
John H. Hill, Texas City; E. P. Veatch; 


*(M)—Ministers; *(E)—Elders. Where 
no city follows a commissioner’s name, his 
home town is the next one listed. 
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Pasadena; John R. Bagby, Texas City, W. 
J. Teel, San Augustine, 

Central Texas—(M) J. A. McMurry, 
Georgetown; C. Ellis Nelson. Austin; (E) 
Robert Q. Cohen, Llano; J. Phillip Howard, 
Jr., Waco. 

Dallas—(M) Robert McKee, Irving; Cecil 
H. Lang, Robert P. Douglass, H. Kerr 
Taylor, H. G. Maatman, (E) J. P. Ander- 
son, Charles MeCroy, Dallas; John Myers, 
Sherman; Thomas Leslie, Milford; C. A. 
Wilson, Bowie. 

El Paso—(M) Joe M. Brown, Odessa; R. 
Matthew Lynn, (E) J. W. Baldwin, Mid- 
land; L. Dalton Mitchell, Big Spring. 

Mid-Texas—(™M) Roland Murray, Weath- 
erford; A. G. Severin, Roscoe; J. W. Cun- 
ningham, (E) Walter Humphrey, Fort 
Worth; M. H. Littleton, Weatherford; 
Aaron F. Clark, Sterling City. 

Paris—(M) C. M. King, Texarkana; W. 
H. Benchoff, Marshall; (E) Bruce MeMil- 
lan, Overton; Conrad Vernon, Longview. 

Western Texas—(M) M. H. Applewhite, 
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qual’ i-ty 


n. an attribute, excellence. 


Churches habitually seek quality. They merit the best. 


In planning building fund campaigns, church leaders 
have found the counsel of long-established fund-raising 
firms to possess the quality which they demand. 


Quality in this field depends largely on the character, 
proficiency and judgment of the individual director assigned 


to manage a campaign. 


The reputable counselling firm places great emphasis on 
the individual experience of its staff members. It requires that 
they participate in periodic study sessions. It requires not 
days or weeks but years of specialized training on actual 
campaigns as assistants to men of superior experience. Only 
when it knows that a man has attained a high degree of 
competency and judgment based on experience does it give 
him the heavy responsibility of directing a church campaign. 


A campaigning church needs quality leadership by men 
whose skills have been developed through rugged appren- 
ticeship. It should not—and need not—-settle for less. 
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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BUILDING, PITTSBURGH Ig, PA. 
§00 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 36, N.Y. 


Member American Association of Fund-Raising Counsel 
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Cc. I. Kelly, Corpus Christi; Frank B. Wal- 
ker, Jr., Uvalde; G. W. Crofoot, Jack Cc, 
Ramsay, Jr.. Il. S. deLugo, (E) Henry Bry- 
ant, San Antonio; Garland Lasater, Falfur- 
rias; Dr. E. P. McLean, Brownsville; L. J. 
Tripp, Elsa; V. O. Smith, Corpus Christi; 
James Jamison, Seguin. 
SYNOD OF VIRGINIA 

East Hanover—(M) Philip A. Roberts, 
Fredericksburg; Samuel L. Belk, Hope- 
well; Holmes Rolston, W. B. Sullivan, E, 
T. Thompson, W. L. Carson, (E) Richard 
Sthreshley, W. K. Fitch, Robert McLeod, 
William F. Bell, Richmond; Julian Wat- 
son, Emporia; P. F. Swasey, Tunstall 

Lexington—(M) J. A. Allison, Fort De- 
fiance; J. E. Bear, Richmond; R. G. Hutch- 
eson. Sr., Raphine; J. T. Womack, Jr., 
R. L. St. Clair, (E) J. R. Silling, Staunton; 
R. H. Clemmer, Waynesboro; J. L. Clark- 
son, Millboro; J. H. East, Churchville; 
W. C. Shiflet, Swoope. 

Montgomery—(M) Graham Wood, Low 
Moor; E. A. Smyth, Blacksburg; P. G,. 
Cosby, L. E. Hoffman, A. H. Hollingsworth 
(E) F. G. Payne, Roanoke; Paul Dyck, 
Blacksburg; J. W. Brightwell, Christians- 
burg; S. S. Hoge, Pearisburg; O. B. Drin- 
kard, Lynchburg. 

Norfolk—(M) Willis Thompson, James I. 
Lowry, Warwick; L. F. Sthreshley, Jr., 
W. W. Grover, Edward H. Jones, (E) C. 
W. Sitherwood, Norfolk; Harlow Mepham, 
Williamsburg; W. T. Eken, Warwick; J. 
M. Guthrie, Portsmouth; Dr. W. B. Costen- 
bader, Virginia Beach. 

Potomac—(M) John Winter, Warrenton; 
Kenneth V. Shick, Baltimore, Md.; W. H. 
Foster, Jr., Arlington; John McPherson, 
(E) John H. Walker, Alexandria; D. G, 
3enn, R. B. Foster, Jr., Falls Church; E, 
N. Stirewalt, Herndon. 

Roanoke—(M) F. W. Hobbie, Chatham; 
H. M. Washburn, (E) F. M. Lacy, Martins- 
ville; Royster Lyle, Danville. 

West Hanover—(M) J. C. B. McLaughlin, 
Keswick; L E. Jordan, (E) Dr. H. R. Rich- 
ardson, Charlottesville; R. B. Crawford, 
Farmville. 

Winchester—(M) P. Cary Adams, Rom- 
ney, W. Va.; G. R. Womeldorf, Winchester; 
John D. MacLeod, (E) Paul Rouzer, Keyser, 
W. Va.; Foster Bland, Thomas, W. Va.; 
James S. Clower, Woodstock. 


SYNOD OF WEST VIRGINIA 

Bluestone—(M) Norman K. Morgan, Pine- 
ville; H. B. Fisher, Williamson; (E) L. D. 
Feuchtenberger, Jr., Bluefield; James Jus- 
tice, Lashmeet. 

Greenbrier—(M) J. G. Morrison, Ron- 
ceverte; J. W. Wright, Lewisburg; (E) 
J. L. English, Parsons; J. M. McNeel, Hills- 
boro. 
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Kanawha—(M) T. C. Clay, S. Charleston; 
J. M. Bemiss, Huntington; V. A. Venezia, 
Barboursville; Paul E. Bailey, Reed; J. 
Blair Morton, (E) Ernest Comer, W. E. 
Perrow, Charleston; Carter Franklin, Point 
Pleasant; Walter Pelter, Clothier; C. C. 
Dickinson, Malden. 


Ask President to 
Resist War Pressures 

New York (RNS)—Three National 
Council of Churches officials urged Pres- 
ident Eisenhower to “resist” those who 
advocate policies that could lead to a 
third World War. They also asked him 
to take ‘‘all honorable steps” peaceably to 
end the Asian crisis. 

The message was signed by Eugene 
Carson Blake of Philadelphia, president 
of the National Council, and Ernest A. 
Gross, chairman, and Walter W. Van 
Kirk, executive secretary of the Council’s 
department of international affairs. 

“We would regard as extremely unfor- 
tunate any course of action in Asia that 
would imperil the goodwill and coopera- 
tion of our friends and allies,” they said. 

“It is our fervent desire that in this 
hour of national peril you will once again 
call upon the American people to exercise 
patience and restraint, that you will cau- 
tion against the risks of unilateral action, 
that you will utilize to the fullest extent 
such facilities for negotiations as may be 
available through the United Nations or 
elsewhere.” 

The National Council officers said they 
“reject the view that negotiation is ap- 
peasement.”’ 

“We are convinced,” they said, “that 
there is no substitute for negotiations ex- 
cept the arbitrament of force, which 
creates creates vastly greater problems 
than it can ever solve.” 

“It is true,” the churchmen added, 
“that experience with Communism teaches 
us that what passes for negotiations only 
too often is a cover for deceit. Yet this 
very fact can, by skillful diplomacy, be 
converted into a means of enlightening 
world opinion concerning the pitfalls on 
the way to peace.” 
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If you’re like most 
people who own 
property, you want your estate to 
take care of your family first! 
Virginia Trust Company, with 
more than six decades of successful 
trust management, has helped 
thousands of families secure maxi- 
mum estate benefits. 


Let us help you arrange 
for “first things first.” 
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White and Negro 
Clergy Groups Merge 


SALISBURY, N. C. (RNS)—The Salis- 
bury-Spencer Ministerial Association has 
voted to combine its membership with 
that of the Salisbury Ministerial Alliance, 
an organization of Negro ministers. The 
Negro group previously had approved the 
merger. 

Thom Blair, rector of St. Luke’s Epis- 
copal church and president of the white 
association, said committees would be 
appointed to work out the details of the 
merger and report at the first combined 


. meeting in September. 


THANKS TO TAXPAYERS 


GENEVA (RNS)—The National Protes- 
tant Church of Geneva had the pleasant 
idea of thanking taxpayers for the eccle- 
siastical contribution which is always 
included in income-tax calculations. 

Each taxpayer received a little printed 
card expressing the thanks for the church 
for helping it to carry out its ever-grow- 
ing obligations. 
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{Formerly known as “Pocket Bible Handbook’’} 


Book OF a Lifetime ... FOR a Lifetime 
Loved alike by... Young and Old 
Widely Used in Colleges and Seminaries 
Highly Commended by leading Magazines 
Specially Useful for S S Teachers 
Invaluable for all Bible Readers 
It is an Abbreviated Bible Commentary, with 
Notes on Books of the Bible, their Historical, Geo- 
graphical and Chronological Backgrounds, with 75 

Illustrative Maps: 


Amazing Archaeological Discoveries, 
Confirming or Illustrating Bible History, with 78 
Authentic Photographic Reproductions: 

Related Historical Data from the Annals of 
Babylon, Egypt, Assyria, Persia, Greece and Rome, 
touching the Bible Story: 

How We Got the Bible, Formation of Old and 
New Testaments, Apocryphal Books, Manuscripts, 
and Early Christian Writings: 

An Epitome of Church History, Connecting 
Bible Times with Our Own; Early Church Fathers, 
Persecutions, Rise of the Papacy, the Popes, Luther, 
and the Reformation. 

There is nothing published, of its size, that has 
anything like as much practical Biblical information. 
(Further particulars sent on request} 

Now in its 


20th EDITION 
In this Edition, the Two Books, 
POCKET BIBLE HANDBOOK and BEST BIBLE VERSES 
are Combined into One, the HANDBOOK 
now containing Best Bible Verses. 
It has the same appearance and page size as the 
19th Edition, except it is about a quarter of an inch 
thicker, being 4 x 6% x 1% inches. 
956 Pages Cloth Bound $3.00 
{ Two $2.00 books combined into One, at $3.00. 
As books now sell, it is still a genuine bargain.} 
Order from your Bookstore or 


H. H. HALLEY, Box 774, Chicago 90, lll. 
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Elton 
Trueblood’s 


positive answer 
to Communism 


DECLARATION OF 
FREEDOM 


As a rallying cry to the de- 
fense of values vital for 
our survival, and as a dem- 
ocratic manifesto this book 
is of prime significance. It 
is affirmative, full of much- 
needed ammunition and 
encouragement. Responsi- 
bility, declares Dr. True- 
blood, must take its place 
beside freedom and equal- 
ity as one of the main- 
springs of our society. He 
states our freedoms and 
equalities, defines our re- 
sponsibilities in a “must” 
book for every American 
citizen. $1.50 
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Ferre’s 


inspiring and 
helpful counsel on 


MAKING RELIGION 


REAL 


Are you dissatisfied with 
your personal religious 
life? Do you want to make 
that life deeper, more 
meaningful? This book 
shows you how. It touches 
every phase of human life. 
Through intimate conver- 
sations with the author it 
shows you how to make re- 
ligion real through Think- 
ing, Reading, Prayer, 
Worship, Friendship, 
Giving, etc. It suggests no 
short cuts, shows you how 
to work successfully to 
make your religion real. 
$2.00 


At your bookseller 


HARPER & BROTHERS 
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FINANCING GOD'S WORK 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for May 8, 1955 
2 Chronicles 2-24; Print 24:4,8-14 


People give to many causes, some good 
and some not so good; some give gladly, 
and others reluctantly; some give because 
it is expected of them, others because they 
recognize it as their duty, and still others 
because it is an opportunity to invest in 
a worthy cause, to become, as Paul puts 
it, fellow-workers with God. How can 
people be induced to give, to invest a 
portion of their income, in reality a por- 
tion of themselves, in good causes—and 
to do it gladly? 

That was the question which Joash 
faced. 

l. 


In his day it was the house of the Lord 
that needed to be restored. 

The temple, called the house of the 
Lord because it had been dedicated to 
him, and because the people came here 
to worship, had been built by Solomon, 
and was a magnificent structure for its 
day. But Solomon’s heirs had felt com- 
pelled on occasion to use some of its treas- 
ures to buy off foreign invaders; and twice 
at least the temple had been plundered, 
once by Egypt and a second time by 
Arabs. Far worse however was the treat- 
ment it received at the hands of Athaliah, 
Joash’s grandmother. 

Athaliah was the daughter of the wick- 
ed Queen Jezebel, who had sought to sub- 
stitute Baal worship for that of the true 
God in Israel during the days of Elijah 
and Elisha. Athaliah had married Je- 
horam, Son of Jehosaphat, king of Judah. 
The sacred historian describes the con- 
sequences: Jehoram “walked in the way 
of the kings of Israel, as the house of 
Ahab had done; for the daughter of 
Ahab was his wife; and he did what was 
evil in the sight of the Lord.” Jehoram 
died in agony, the victim of a dread dis- 
ease, after a reign of eight years, and was 
succeeded by his son Ahaziah. “He also 
walked in the ways of the house of Ahab,” 
says the writer of Chronicles, “for his 
mother was his counselor in doing wick- 
edly” (22:3). Abhaziah’s reign was a 
brief one; the year after his accession to 
the throne he was murdered by Jehu 
while on a visit to the king of Israel in 
Samaria. 

“It might have been supposed,” says 
Canon Farrar, “that the miserable dis- 
ease of her husband, Jehoram, followed 
so speedily by the murder... of her 
son Ahaziah might have exercised over 
her character the softening influence of 
misfortune.” But Athaliah was drunk 
with ambition. She had tasted the heady 
influence of power, and was determined 
to make the most of the opportunity which 
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fortune had thrown in her path. “Now 
when Athaliah, the mother of Ahaziah, 
saw that her son was dead,” we read, “‘she 
arose and destroyed all the royal family 
of the house of Judah”—so she thought, 
at least (22:10). 

For the next six years Athaliah reigned 
as absolute sovereign in Judah. During 
this period the worship of God was neg- 
lected and the worship of Baal encour- 
aged. Stones from the temple were taken 
to build a house of worship for Baal; 
needed repairs were neglected; retainers 
of Athaliah broke into the house of God, 
and used “the dedicated things of the 
house of the Lord for the Baals.” 

At the end of this period Jehoida, the 
high priest, who had married a _ half- 
sister of the murdered king Ahaziah, pro- 
duced a young scion of Azariah, saved by 
his wife from the holocaust of destruction 
engineered by Athaliah six years earlier, 
and with the support of the army, anoint- 
ed him as king. Athaliah appeared on 
the scene, and was promptly cut down by 
the guards. 

With the death of Athaliah the worship 
of the Lord once more became the official 
religion of Judah, and Jehoida, the High 
Priest, was the de facto ruler. And still 
the temple was not repaired. Why? The 
Bible does not tell us. 

We observe, however, that the temple 
had been built and preserved heretofore 
out of state funds; the people had not 
been trained to give voluntarily for its 
maintenance, much less for its restora- 
tion. Probably it did not occur to Je- 
hoida that they might be led to do so. And 
state funds, presumably, were not avail- 
able. Or it may be that Jehoida had 
become so accustomed to worship in a 
dilapidated building, with run-down 
equipment, that it did not occur to him 
that such worship under the changed cir- 
cumstances was dishonoring to God. Just 
as many congregations today do not seem 
to realize that the unpainted, untidy 
buildings in which they worship, and the 
miserable lawns which surround them are 
a reflection on their religion. Churches 
today are in constant need of repair, and 
many have equipment that is inadequate 
or obsolete. And the same is true of 
manses. Pastors’ wives, like other women, 
do not have the help which was common 
a generation ago, and any church which 
does not modernize its manse needs to 
have its eyes opened. “Something is 
wrong with the faith of a people who 
neglect their church home,” says the 20th 
Century Quarterly. “A church buildin 


in bad repair,” it adds, ‘is the poorest 
possible form of evangelism.” 


Hl. 

Nothing was done about the temple in 
Jerusalem, until Joash came of age, and 
began to think and act for himself. “After 
this,” we read in 24:4, “Joash decided to 
restore the house of the Lord.” If needed 
repairs are to be undertaken, if any 
worthy cause is to be supported, someone 
must take the initiative. What led Joash 
to take the task in hand, after so many 
years of neglect? Once again the Bible 
does not inform us. 

His childhood experiences may have 
played some part in his decision. We real- 
ize now how hard it is to get away from 
childish impressions. As the youngest 
son of Ahaziah, Joash had been marked 
for murder with the rest of the family. 
But he had been saved by some strategem, 
through the quick wittedness of his aunt 
Jehosheba, along with the connivance of 
his nurse. Joash had been hidden in a 
palace storeroom and shortly thereafter 
transferred to one of the temple chambers. 
Here he was brought up by Jehosheba, 
with the aid of her husband, the high 
priest. No doubt he came to have a love 
for the temple, which had served him 
both as home and shrine. People who 
love the church want its structure to be 
worthy of its exalted mission. 

In 2 Chronicles we read: “Jehoida 
got for him two wives and he had sons 
and daughters. After this Jehoash de- 
cided to restore the house of the Lord.” 
The fact that Jehoida selected Joash’s 
wives indicates that he was still a minor 
at the time. But some years must have 
passed before he had sons and daughters. 
It may be that Joash wanted his sons and 
daughters to love the temple as he had 
learned to love it; and that he saw that 
they were not drawn to it by the unrepair- 
ed building and its unattractive worship. 
So it sometimes happens today—not only 
with younger folk, but with older ones 
as well. We may say that it ought not so 
to be. Perhaps so. But the faith of 
some is weak, and will not be strength- 
ened unless the church can attract them. 
A church with an adequate plant may 
well grow much more rapidly than one 
that is lacking in beauty or conveniences. 

When a congregation decides that the 
time has come to repair or rebuild, the 
question of finances arises. Joash faced 
the same question. He gathered the 
priests, who ministered in the Temple 
and the Levites, who assisted them, and 
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put the responsibility on their shoulders. 
“Go out to the cities of Judah,” he said, 
“and gather from all Israel money to 
repair the house of your God from year 
to year, and see that you hasten the mat- 
ter.” But the Levites, we read, did not 
hasten it. 

Why did they not hasten it? On this 
question, too, the Bible is silent. But 
there are a number of possible explana- 
tions, just as there are a number of rea- 
sons why congregations delay to embark 
on a needed building program at the 
present day. It may be that the priests 
and Levites were not interested, perhaps 
because the plan did not originate with 
them. It may be that they were too lazy, 
unwilling to give the necessary time or 
effort. It may be that they lacked ability 
to organize and carry through a campaign 
of this sort. It may be that they refused 
to make an active campaign because they 
feared that money contributed for the 
repair of the Temple might diminish 
the revenues for its upkeep, and particu- 
larly the amount allotted for their own 
support. The same reason, in the last 
analysis is why some churches, even very 
strong ones, today, will not encourage 
or allow special campaigns for special 
causes, lest it cut down their income for 
current It may be, though 
this is not so likely, that some of the 
funds given for the repair of the temple, 
were embezzled, or diverted to other pur- 
poses. It may be that they were too 
easily discouraged. This seems to have 
been the first time that the people were 
asked to give directly to the repair of 
the Temple; and it may be that the 
priests and Levites did not know how 
to induce them to give or to arouse their 
enthusiasm for the enterprise. It may 
be that they went about it in the wrong 
way. The king had urged them to go 
out to the cities of Judah and to gather 
from all Israel (24:4). II Kings 12:7 
suggests that they were especially to raise 
money from their own acquaintances. 
When this method of raising money, 
which failed, is compared with the ulti- 
mate method, which succeeded, it seems 
that the Levites went to the wrong people 
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and appealed to the wrong motive. They 
appealed to the populace generally, rather 
than to the religious folk, who had a gen- 
uine interest in the Temple; and they 
asked them to give for personal reasons, 
rather than religious reasons. 

That is one weakness in the attempt 
to raise money for our churches today 
through bazaars, sales of various sorts, 
and in some churches—other than our 
own—through gambling games, such as 
bingo. Church sales are not as objec- 
tionable as bingo. They do enable people 
to give services or products where they 
are unable to give money, but they also 
become excuses for people to give less 
than they are able, and they do not de- 
velop a true sense of stewardship in 
those who buy. The church does not 
need to “belittle itself either by begging 
or by selling any product cther than its 
own services.” And people who have 
learned to give directly to the Lord’s 
work out of their love to him will, in the 
end, give far more generously and far 
more joyously. 


i. 

That was the lesson which Joash and 
Jehoida both seem to have learned at 
last. After it had become quite apparent 
that the first plan had completely failed, 
the king took the affair into his own 
hands. “The king commanded and they 
made a chest, and set it outside the gate 
of the house of the Lord. And proclama- 
tion was made throughout Judah and 
Jerusalem to bring in for the Lord the 
tax that Moses the servant of God laid 
upon Israel in the wilderness.” The 
plan had several advantages over the 
former one. For one thing, the huge 
chest dramatized the project, and kept 
it constantly before the people. The 
appeal was made particularly to those 
who frequented the temple, who loved it 
and knew its need. Givers could be as- 
sured that all of the money given would 
go directly to the project for which it 
was given. And the appeal now was 
based on a purely religious motive. “Bring 
in for the Lord the tax that Moses the 
servant of Ged laid upon Israel in the 
Wilderness.” And bring it for the house 
of the Lord which vou can see for your- 
selves is in such dire needs of repair. 
Says J. R. Lumby: 

“While the money had been given by in- 
dividuals in their homes, and with no 
united action, the preparations had lan- 
guished. The new arrangement put life 
into the work. The givers saw that others 
were giving as well as they, and found 
that a sum was being gathered of which 
regular account was kept, so that there 
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was now some hope that the work would 
be completed. ... The spirit of coopera- 
tion was invoked, and the contributors 
saw that success was likely to attend what 
they were doing. Hence their zealous 
efforts. The history is not without its 
value in our own days.” 

As a consequence all the princes and 
all the people rejoiced and brought their 
tax and dropped it ‘into the chest until 
they had finished.” The campaign was 
a magnificent success, not only because 
the amount needed was fully subscribed, 
but because the people found joy in their 
giving. 

The institution with which the writer 
is connected recently completed a success- 
ful campaign for two and a half million 
dollars. All who took part in the cam- 
paign rejoiced that it went over the top. 
But greater satisfaction came from the 
fact that so many gave so gladly of their 
means, as well as of their efforts. It 
became abundantly clear that God’s 
people will give, and give gladly when 
a need is made clear to them, and that 
they will find a great spiritual blessing 
for themselves and for their local churches 
in so doing. 

King Joash kept a careful account of 
the money that was given. Whenever the 
chest was filled it was brought to the 
king’s officers, and the king’s secretary 
and a representative of the chief priest 
would come and empty it. Earl L. Doug- 
lass says: 

“It is interesting to note that the king 
had two tellers representing himself and 
the chief priest, so that both the civil and 
the religious authorities were satisfied. 
They served as a check on each other. 
Public funds should never be handled by 
one man alone. and every wise treasurer 
will see to it that someone else is a check 


on his administration of the money in- 
volved.” 

“This should be done for his own protec- 
tion, if nothing else.” 

So the needed monev was contributed 
in abundance; it was handled in busi- 
ness-like fashion, and so the work went 
forward, until “they restored the house 
of God to its proper condition and 
strengthened it.” 

Are our churches today in their proper 
condition? What about ycur church? If 
it is not in its proper condition, why not? 
Can we think only of our church? Many 
communities in our own land are grow- 
ing rapidly. Adequate churches can be 
erected in these needy areas only with 
outside aid. Money invested in these 
situations will pay rich dividends finan- 
cially and spiritually for many genera- 
tions to come. Martin Luther once said, 
“T have held many things in my hands, 
and I have lost them all; but whatever 
I have placed in God’s hand that I still 
possess.” So it is, or so it will be with 
us all. 
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SOUTH AFRICA is the topic and title 


of the newest Headline Series booklet 
published by the Foreign Policy Associa- 
tion. Gwendolyn M. Carter, chairman of 
the department of Government at Smith 
College is the author. Most of the livest 
current questions are pointed up in this 
62-page discussion, followed by a discus- 
sion guide. (Foreign Policy Assn., N. Y., 


35¢.) 


* & & 
THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE: Vol. IV. 
Psalms, Proverbs. The Book of Psalms— 


introduction by W. Stewart McCullough; ex- 
egesis by William R. Taylor, and W. Stewart 
McCullough; exposition by J. R. P. Sclater, 
Edwin McNeil Poteat, and Frank H. Ballard. 
The Book of Proverbs— introduction and exe- 
gesis by Charles T. Fritsch; exposition by 
Rolland W. Schloerb. Abingdon Press, New 
York and Nashville. 957 pp., $8.75. 

Vol. IV of The Interpreter’s Bible pre- 
sents an introduction to, an exegesis and 
exposition of, two of the richest books in 
the Old Testament by seven of our most 
eminent Biblical scholars. 

The Psalter comprises 150 religious 
poems brought together a few centuries 
before the Christian era opened; we find 
in them, says Dr. McCullough, the su- 
preme example in the Old Testament of 
man’s search for and experience of the 
Living God. The majority of the Psalms 
had their origin probably in the temple 
worship. It is generally agreed that the 
titles are later than the psalms to which 
they are attached, and that they are of 
little value for the interpretation of the 
individual psalms. “Of David” found 
in 73 of the titles can mean by David, 
belonging to David, dedicated to David, 
or with respect to David. Whether any 
of the psalms was actually written by 
David, says Dr. McCullough, it is im- 
possible to say. ‘‘But only the assump- 
tion that David was a stimulating in- 
fluence on Israel’s sacred poetry seems 
adequate to account for the later Davidic 
tradition.” “The older view that the 
psalmists refer to an anointed personage 
[the Messiah] who would have a share 
in bringing in Israel’s future blessedness, 
has had to be abandoned, for it is now 
generally recognized that the ‘anointed 
one’ of the Psalm (2:2; 18:50; 20:6; 
etc.) is a reigning Hebrew king.” 

In his introduction to the Proverbs 
Professor Fritsch points out that the He- 
brews were not only familiar with the 
wisdom literature of other Eastern lands, 
but also borrowed quite extensively from 
them. “It can be said definitely,” how- 
ever, “that when the Hebrews did utilize 
outside sources they made them com- 
pletely their own, and transformed them 
into something better.” Dr. Fritsch holds 
that a large proportion of the Proverbs 
were writen by Solomon, and that others 
were collected and edited by him; but the 
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book did not take final form until some 
time after 400 B.C. 

The chief value of the volume, how- 
ever, is not in the introductions, but in 
the exegesis and in the exposition—and 
these are too rich and varied to be treated 
in a brief review. It will be generally 
agreed that this is one of the ablest vol- 
umes yet to appear in The Interpreter’s 
Bible—one which would find a welcome 
place on every minister’s shelf and that 
of many a layman as well. 
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Looking at Life Through the Eyes of 
“The Spectator.” Edited by E. J. Gutav- 
son & R. W. Johnson. Augustana Book 
Concern. Rock Island, Ill. $1..75. 

Nurse, Pastor and Patient. Granger West- 
berg. Augustana Book Concern. Rock Is- 
land, Ill. $1.00. 

Film Use in the Church. Everett C. 
Parker, J. J. Stein, Paul H. Vieth, Edith 
F. Welker. Broadcasting & Film Commis- 
sion, National Council of Churches. N. Y. 


$2.50. 


READ THE 
BIBLE 


By Chester Warren Quimby 
Nostalgic . . . good humored .. . 
over-flowing: with practical sugges- 
tions on how to read, understand 
and enjoy the Bible. 


25c a copy, 6 for $1.00, postpaid 
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FOR SALE 


ORGAN FOR SALE—Attention!!! Churches 

—Colleges—Schools. ALLEN ORGAN, 
Series Model B-3. The nearest comparable 
instrument to a fine pipe organ. Built to 
A. G. O. specifications, complete electronic 
percussion division, i.e., Glockenspiel, Ca- 
rillons. Harpsichord, Harp Celeste, String- 
ed Harp—Gyrophonic Projector. Tremen- 
dous sensational savings—Was $11,300 now 
$9,500 installed. Terms to suit every buyer. 
Act quickly. See this amazing instrument. 
Guaranteed and serviced over a period of 
two vears. Call W. J. Moore at Richmond 
2-6531 for further particulars. The Corley 
Company, 214 E. Grace St., Richmond, Va. 








HELP WANTED 
WANTED BY CHURCH of around 1100 
members in rapidly growing surburban 
area in southern city, young man or young 
woman to serve as Director of Christian 
Education or young people’s' worker. 
Specialized training desirable but not 
essential. Previous experience in teach- 
ing or business helpful. Address replies 
to Box H-4, c/o Outlook, 1 N. 6th St., 
Richmond, Va. 
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THEY SEEK 
A COUNTRY 


The American Presbyterians 
Edited by 


Gaius Jackson Slosser 


Here is the complete history of 
the Presbyterians in the United 
States—told by fifteen leading Pres- 
byterians. From its origins in Bib- 
lical times and its introduction into 
this country in the early seven- 
teenth century, They Seek a Coun- 
try traces the entire growth and 
expansion of your denomination. 


Evolving from a symposium con- 
ducted by a leading Presbyterian 
Historical Society, it is a completely 
authoritative picture given by spe- 
cialists. Such well-known scholars 
and writers as John A. Mackay, 
Kenneth Scott Latourette, and 
Ernest Trice Thompson have re- 
corded the drama of the pioneer 
days and the migrations, the ten- 
sions of the slavery era and the 
separation into various denomina- 
tions, the founding of educational 
institutions, and the missionary 
program. 


A continuous, fascinating narra- 
tive, They Seek a Country is truly 
a classic in its field—destined for a 
permanent place in the portrayal of 
our national history. Illustrated with 
many photographs of leading Pres- 
byterians. 


$4.75 wherever books are sold 


Lhe Macmillan 
Company 


60 Fifth Ave., N.Y. 11, N.Y. 


—— 

















15 





Duke University Library 


Durham, N. C. 


MENTION 


CHANGES 

Raymond A. Partlow, Honey Grove, 
Texas, will begin his new work at Fer- 
riday, La., this month. 

C. L. Shelby, pastor of the Seymour, 
Texas, church, has become pastor of the 
church in Athens, La. 

T. J. White from Cuthbert, 
628, Quitman, Ga. 

Donald F. Bobb from Luebo, Congo 
Belge, to APCM, Bulape, Mweka, Congo 
Belge. 

Wm. B. Ward, Spartanburg, S. C., re- 
cently called to Grace Covenant church, 
Richmond, Va., will be at 3809 Seminary 
Ave., Richmond 27 after May 1. 

Harold W. Tillman, formerly of Grand 
Prairie, Texas, has begun his new work 
as pastor in New Iberia, La. 

Thomas Cunningham Cook, of Laurens, 
S. C., has been supplying the pulpit of 
the St. Johns church, Jacksonville, Fla. 

Edmund D. Viser of Springville, Ala., 
has taken up his new duties as pastor of 
the Garner, N. C., church. 


LECTURERS 

James H. Robinson, Church of the Mas- 
ter, New York, who recently delivered 
the Lyman Beecher lectures on preach- 
ing at Yale University, is the first Negro 
ever to participate in the distinguished 
series, founded in 1872. His tonic was 
“Adventurous Preaching in a World of 
Change and Trouble.” 

Louis H. Evans, Presbyterian USA min- 
ister-at-large for the Board of National 
Missions, will deliver the Willson lec- 
tures at Texas Wesleyan College, Ft. 
Worth, Apr. 25-29. 





Ga., to Box 


Hugh I. Evans 


Directs Foundation 

Hugh I. Evans of Westminster church, 
Dayton, Ohio, and moderator of the 1950 
USA General Assembly, has been named 
director of the Foundation of the Presby- 
terian Church, USA. 


Dr. Evans, now 67, will succeed the 
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Two Terms 
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July 25—August 27 
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tain area. Bracing climate conducive 
to study. Courses designed to fit the 
needs of individual students as far as 
possible. Fully accredited. Combine 
vacation with opportunity to earn ex- 
tra credits, make up work, etc. Courses 
in Education, Art, English, Bible, His- 
tory, Mathematics, Physics, the sciences, 
and other departments, 


For further information write to: 


scenic moun- 
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late Frank M. Totton who died last fall. 
He will assume his new duties in New 
York June 1. In addition to many other 
services, he is president of the Board of 
National Missions. 


Evans Goes to Scotland 
For Graham Crusade 


Louis H. Evans, minister-at-large for 
the Board of National Missions of the 
Presbyterian Church, USA, left here for 
Scotland to participate in Billy Graham’s 
evangelistic crusade there. 

A son, Louis, Jr., and his movie actress 
wife, the former Colleen Townsend, are 
currently studying in Edinburgh, Scot- 
land. 


Horton Named Dean of 
Harvard Divinity School 


New York (rRNS)—Douglas Horton, 
minister of the General Council of the 
Congregational Christian Churches, has 
been named dean of the Harvard Divinity 
School. 

The announcement was made jointly 
by the church’s Office of Communications 
here and the Harvard News Bureau at 


Cambridge, Mass. 

Dr. Horton, a leader in ecumenical] 
circles, will assumg his new post July 1, 
Associate Professog George H. Wil- 
liams has been Acting Dean of the school 
since Dean Willard L. Sperry retired 
two years ago. 

The Congregational clergymen will 
lead the school in a planned $5,000,000 
expansion. Harvard expects to develop 
the institution as a world center of re 
ligious learning, training an increasing 
number of ministers and advancing all 
phases of interdenominational religious 
scholarship. 
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JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational Excellence. Member South- 
ern Association Colleges and Secondary 
Schools. Endowed. Christian emphasis, 
A.A. and A.S. degrees. Graduates trans- 
fer to Junior class best colleges. Pro- 
fessor each ten students. Personal at- 
tention. Scientific tests. Athletics. One 
ear and two year business courses. 
reparatory department with 11th, and 
12th grades. Veterans. Moderate 
charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Sum- 
mer school begins June 6, 1955. 
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Liberal Arts, Coeducational, 
ited by Association of American Universities, South- 
ern Association, National Association of Schools of 
Music, American Association of University Women, 
American Medical Association, etc. Charges average 
$336 per semester for tuition, fees, room, board, 
and may be met in part by self-help. Address 


RALPH WALDO LLOYD, President 


Presbyterian, Accred- 


Maryville, Tennessee 











John R. Cunningham, President 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


“THE MIND IS A WORKSHOP, 
NOT MERELY A STOREHOUSE.” 


1955 


Davidson, N. C. 








Centre 
College 


Founded 1819 
Kentucky’s Bluegrass Area) 





Walter A. Groves, Ph. D., President 


Separate Campuses ..... 


for women and men students but most classes and social func- 
tions held jointly. Fully accredited. Liberal Arts. 
terian. Famous for distinguished alumni. Fraternities. 


Presby- 


Send for illustrated booklet 
Danville, Ky. 








THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 








